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Apnl 11th, 2003

B The Honorable Ralph Regula Chairman
~House Appropnatlons Subcommittee on
- Labor, Health and Human Services, and‘Educatlon

. Washington, DC 20515-0005

The Honorable Dav1d R. Obey, Rankmg Member
House Appropriations Subcommitteeon -
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Educatlon
1016 Longworth House Office Building

' Washmgton DC 20515 0005

:Dear Charrman Regula and Rankmg Member Obey )

On behalf of the 4 million Amencans and their famrhes who now suffer ﬁ'om -

Alzheimer’s disease — as well as the estimated 14 million Americans who w111 suffer N N

o from this dreadful disease in less than 50 years if things do not change — we are wntmg to 5

urge the committee to provide continued support for vital research and patient assistance
_programs. ‘While we have made progress in recent years in our efforts to find a cause and *
- therapies for Alzheimer’s disease, time is of an extreme essence and we must mcrease
~our efforts if we are to prevent an 1mpendmg catastrophe

Spemﬁcally, we are askmg that you increase fundmg at the Natlonal Instltutes of Health
* (NIH) so that it is sufficient to accommodate an expans1on of Alzheimer’s research to $1
billion beginning as soon as poss1b1e We believe an increase of $200 million across the -
board for all relevant NIH agencies that conduct research on Alzheimer’s will enable
researchers to find effective ways to prevent and treat it. ' -

' M1lhons of Amencans mcludmg the fanuhes caring for Alzhe1mer s patlents, are - .
profoundly grateful to you for your commitment to the NIH, an investment that already is
providing an: acceleratmg return to our nation in the form of new ways to diagnose, treat
and prevent disease. The diagnosis and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease, for example
‘has undergone fundamental transformatlons thanks to NIH-funded research But more - |
- must be done. : , "

-

' If we are serious about savmg our health care system and controlling the costs of

Medicare and Medicaid, we must immediately and substantially increase the mvestment : o |

into Alzheimer’s research. Within the next decade alone, annual Medicare costs for
individuals with Alzheimer’s disease will increase 55 percent — to nearly $50 billion. -
~ Alzheimer’s disease is also a major cost driver of the Medicaid program. We havea

~ narrow window of time. An investment in research now has the potential to save the baby» S

- boomers from thlS disease. If we don’t find the answers now, Alzheimer’s disease will =~
contlnue to dnve -up Medicare and Medrcald costs and make efforts to balance the budget -
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§ : fposs1b1e, could help av01d th1s calamlty

o "Research as you know is only pa1t of the solution to this problem for it de es 1

thore. dlfﬁcult Alzhelmer s W111 bankrupt famlly, state, and federal budgets as’ up"

" million baby boomers succumb to the disease. Scientists estimate that an investment o T

o an additional $200 million this year, and a total annual mvestment of $1 b11_ 1 "‘aspsoon as*_- L i

ttle to help' | ) i
the millions of Americans — and their families — who are suffering today Because of

>  this, it is also’ cntlcally 1mportant that we support caregiver enhancement programs:
s '_throughout the nation. We are asking, therefore, that the committee appropriate $2. 25

v ~million to fully fund the Alzheimer’s Clinical Research and Tralmng Program, whxch
o helps to m1prove d1agnos1s, treatment and prevention methods B v

. We also ask that you help expand the Alzhelmer s Matchmg Grant Program to $25
~million, enablmg all 50 states to reach Alzheimer’s families in underserved areas,
- particularly minority and rural communities. This project helps ensure: that all patlents
- with Alzheimer’s, regardless of where they live, can receive the same standards of care.

- Another program crucial to attaining this goal is the National Famlly Careglver Support
. Program, which helps states and communities develop or expand respite; adult day care,’

o are askmg that this program be ﬁmded at $250 mllhon inFY 04.

and other supportive services for caregivers for persons of all ages and dlsablhtles We L

i To help ensure Alzhelmer s patlents are safe and can be quickly located should they

o wander from their homes, we are askmg that the committée continue to. prov1de $900 000 R

- for Safe Return, a nation-wide system through the Department of Justice that helps law
~ “enforcement and public safety personnel locate and protect persons w1th Alzhelmer s
e who madvertently leave home unattended

_ On behalf of all Amencans Who suﬁ‘er from Alzhelmer s, their famlly members and L
. caregivers who work so hard to comfort them, and the millions of Americans who will be
~future Alzheimer’s patlents, we thank the committee for its attention to thls matter. If
'_you have any questions or would like additional information, please do not hesitate to
. contact either Nick-Manetto w1th Rep Smlth at 5-3765 or Kendra Bodnar w1th Rep
: 'Markey at 5-2836 ‘ : _ : ,

- Edward J. 'arkey
Alzhelmer Taskforce co- cha1r

Christopher H. Srmth
Alzhenner Taskforce co chalr
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109.. Eleanor Homes Norton 119.

cc. Répresentative C.W. Bill Young :

Representative Frank Wolf
Representative Jose Serrano

60. Robert Wexler ~ =~~~ 70. Harold Ford -
- 61. Mike McIntyre L 71. PeterKing
62. William Jefferson =~ -72. Dale E. Kildee
~ 63. Stephen F. Lynch 73. Richard E. Neal
64. CollinPeterson -~~~ . 74, Henry Waxman
65. George Miller 75. Michael R. McNul
66. JerryKleczka . -~ .- - 76. Howard Berman
67. Edolphus Towns - .- -~ 77. Pete Hoekstra
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80. Fortney Pete Stark ~~ ~ 90. Jay Inslee = -
- 81. James McGovern .~ 91. Barney Frank
- 82. Gary Ackerman - 92, Martin Frost -
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85. Bart Stupak -~~~ 95. Gene Green -
86. SherrodBrown - 96. Jerrold Nadler
. 87. CarolynB.Maloney . .~ = 97. Bart Gordon :
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89. Nick Rahall - 99. Robert Matsui "~
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